
 

                           Jesus before Pilate – John 18:28 – 19:16 

In our passage today, we’ll see that John spends more time giving us unique 

material about Jesus' trial before Pilate than the other gospel writers do. John has 

much to teach us here on the interaction which happens between Jesus and Pilate. 

8 Emphasis by John: 

 

1) An underlying theme throughout Jesus arrest and illegal trial, John wants us to 

see the majesty of Christ , even though Jesus was despised and rejected by the 

Jews, mocked by the soldiers, and finally condemned by Pilate. He is God’s chosen, 

He is the man on the cross and He is King.  

2) John draws a clear contrast between the high priest sanctimonious piousness 

over ceremonial defilement versus their total unconcerned of delivering an 

innocent man to die. Where is their moral guilt? 

the deadliest attitude these Jews exhibit here is not hypocrisy 

but their ability to live consciously in a lie. 

3) John wants us to see the depth of sin that resides in these men’s hearts. To 

condemned Jesus on a theological bases of blasphemy is one thing, but to make up 

a lie so to get Jesus executed is a whole other issue. 

4) Prophecy fulfilled, Psalm 22:16 and John 3:14. Shows us God is in control and 

works to do his will despite the free will of man. God has given all of us free-will. 

But God uses our free-will within the framework of divine determination or 

planning.  
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5) Our Lord desires that His people come face to face with the way things really are, 

to know the unveiled truth. Do we love the truth and care to know it? John gives us 

an idea of what Pilate thought about the truth; “What is truth,” retorted Pilate.  

Knowing the truth means you have to deal with issues. You have to deal with life. 

6) In this passage, John once again focuses on the strength and power of Christ. To 

withstand the brutality, the mocking, the lies and false accusations. Even during 

Jesus silence He shows His power. But then Jesus breaks His silence to remind Pilate 

of the real source of his power, is God! God is the source of true strength and 

power. 

7) Pilate buckles under the pressure of the Jews to execute Jesus although at first 

he was determined to do the “right thing” and set Jesus free. The world will 

challenge us, tempt us, persecute us; don’t buckle. Don’t give in when you know 

what is right.    

8) Challenged by selfishness and selfish desires these Jewish officials choose to live 

by worldly standards, simply because Jesus threatened their economy, their 

religious pride and self-righteousness. How we all must be on guard against the sins 

of the flesh.   

Notes:  
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