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As we continue along in our ROOTED message series today, we come to the topic of
serving our Lord. To quote a favorite scripture, Joshua 25:15b; But as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.
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Joshua took a hard stand before his people, challenging them to repent and follow
God earnestly. Then Joshua asked, will you serve the Lord only or will you serve
other gods? Today, we’d pose the question, “will you serve our Lord or will you
serve yourself and your own self-interest?”
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Faith without good deeds, works or serving is dead. Charles Spurgeon stated, “Faith
and works are bound up in the same bundle. He that obeys God trusts God; and he
that trusts God obeys God. He that is without faith is without works; and he that is
without works is without faith.”
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Serving our Lord is a simple mathematical equation, one plus one equals two:
Faith + serving = our love for God.
God’s mission + God’s creation (us) = our purpose.
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God’s Mission: Lives coming full circle, being reconciled:
Mankind created for a special purpose but born into a sinful world and separated
from God. Hopefully people come into a knowledge of God, followed by faith and
rebirth. In gratitude and love we serve to glorify God. Our service mission, help
reconcile people back to God to combat our sinful world.
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God’s creation: Returning to the image in which we were created – be like Christ:
Ephesians 2:10; For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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Our purpose as John Wesley wrote, “One of the principal rules of religion is to lose
no occasion of serving God. And, since he is invisible to our eyes, we are to serve him
in our neighbor which he receives as if done to himself in person… standing visibly
before us.”
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What happens if our math doesn’t add up? 2 Corinthians 5:9-10 warns; So
we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or
away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the
body, whether good or bad.
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