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On Discipleship

The Sower Parable
Mark 4:3-20

Our first parable comes from Mark 4:3-20. It will be our theme parable for this messages series. It’s also our first teaching about
being a disciple. This parable is about receiving the Word of God… it’s titled “the parable of the sower.
Mark 4:3-20; “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it
up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up,
the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so
that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a
hundred times.”
9 Then Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the
parables. 11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables 12
so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”
13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable?
14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and
takes away the word that was sown in them. 16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 17 But since
they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18 Still others, like
seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and
choke the word, making it unfruitful. 20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty,
some a hundred times what was sown.”

I. THE WRONG WAY TO RECEIVE GOD’S WORD (Wrong soil, wrong heart)
A. A hard heart where the Word is stolen
B. A shallow heart where the Word is starved
C. A crowded heart where the Word is strangled
II. THE RIGHT WAY TO RECEIVE GOD’S WORD (Right soil, right heart)
Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” Mark 4:9
A. Hear God’s Word attentively
B. Obey God’s Word immediately
C. Spread God’s Word continually
Our spiritual goal is to be fruitful. But where are we content? Are we content to be only mildly fruitful—a thirty-fold harvest? Are we
content to be moderately fruitful—a sixty-fold harvest? Or is it our desire to cultivate such a receptive, fertilized heart that there is a
miraculous multiplication of God’s Word?
The point of this parable is that a genuine disciple has their heart eagerly prepared to receive God’s Word and the Holy Spirit’s
leading, then act upon what they have received thus producing a bountiful crop and returning their blessing by planting God’s Word
in others.
Notes:

